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1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages -— 

pages 

the claims: 
pages 

pages -~=^— 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
» filed with the demand 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages ™~~~ 

pages ~ ~~" 

the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



y as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



2 SSSsSEC"'^"^^ 1 

U ^ language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) ^ ^ 

LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

LJ ^language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 - P^^ex^ in the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ ^ZZZ^r^Z^^ sequence listins does not * b °y°»* *• — — «■ the 

U US 4 " inf0lmati0n reC ° rded * C ° mpUter * fo ™ is ^tical to the written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of- 
□ the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. . 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig . 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished tn th a rstr • 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-5 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability QA) Claims YES 

Claims NO 



Citations and explanations 

(1) Novelty 

The inventions set forth in claims 1-5 are 
polyolefin resins containing a modified layered silicate f 
a modified polyolefin resin and a polyolefin resin, 
characterized in that the "degree of carbon modification 
(Pel)" and "degree of hydrogen bond-forming carboxyl 
modification (PcH) 11 of said modified polyolefin resin are 
within specified ranges. 

The prior art literature, and especially document 1 
(JP 2002-60555 A (Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd.)/ 26 February 
2002 (Family: none) ) cited in the international search 
report, discloses formulations which include a polyolefin 
resin (A) , an organically treated layered silicate (B) and 
other additive (s) (C) , and mentions the use of a modified 
polyolefin resin as another additive (C) , and that the use 
thereof heightens the affinity between the polyolefin 
resin (A) and the layered silicate ♦ However, document 1 
does not mention the use of a modified polyolefin resin 
having the aforementioned characteristics of Pel and PcH, 
and neither "Yumex 1001" nor "Yumex 2000", given as 
examples of modified polyolefin resins in document 1, have 
these characteristics of Pel and PcH. 

Therefore, claims 1-5 are novel, since the features 
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of claims 1-5 are not disclosed in the prior art documents 
such as document 1. 

(2) Inventive step 

Document 1 mentions that good dispersion of the 
layered silicate in the polyolefin in the invention 
disclosed therein results in an improvement in physical 
properties of the formulation such as oxygen permeability 
and the bending modulus after heat treatment; however, the 
means mentioned for improving dispersion of the layered 
silicate are inclusion of a crystal nucleating agent, 
gelling of the polyolefin resin, treatment of the layered 
silicate with a silane coupling agent, and use of modified 
polyolefin, and restricting the "degree of carbon 
modification (Pel)" and "degree of hydrogen bond-forming 
carboxyl modification (PcH) " of the modified polyolefin 
resin, which is the focus of the inventions in the present 
application, is neither disclosed nor indicated. Moreover, 
there is no mention in other prior art documents, for 
example document 2 (JP 10-130434 A (DuPont Co.; Kunimine 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), 19 May 1998 & US 6238793 Bl) cited 
in the international search report, drawing attention to 
these features in order to improve the dispersion of the 
layered silicate. 

Therefore, the aforementioned features cannot be 
said to be easily deducible by a person skilled in the art 
from the prior art documents, and the inventions set forth 
in claims 1-5 thus involve an inventive step. 



The inventions set forth in claims 1-5 are 
industrially applicable. 
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